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Dear Chairman Mar@n: 

It is the expressed desire of many in our community that Texas fontball fans get 
access to the two Ddlafs Cnwboy games, one Houston TerPam game nnd the Texas 
and Insite Bowls that will be on the NFL Network later this year. 

We ask for your assistance in thia matter. Tharik you. 

No. of Copies rec’d .D 
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(512) 858-4725 

November 15,2007 

Dripping Springs, Texas 78620 
(512) 858-5646 Fax 

FILEDIACCEPTED 

DEC - 3 2007 

TO: 
FROM; Mayor Todd Purcell 

Kevin J. Martin, FCC Chairman 

RE: The Mayor of the City of Dripping Springs urgin 
negotiate a solution for the NFL Nmork  

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

Time Warner Cable to 

Dear Chairman Martin, 

I feel that devoted football fans in the City of Dripping Springs deserve access to year- 
round football programming. Providers such as DirecTV, DISH, and AT&T U-Verse 
have all agreed to carry the Nxiz Network on basic tier programming; Time Warner 
Cable, however, has been offered the same fce structure as the aforementioned carriers, 
but still refises to carry the NFL Network 

Time Warner Cable is the single largest cable provider in the state of Texas, and its 
presence in the City of Dripping Springs is, likewise, substantial. I therefore would urge 
you to carehlly review and consider this request, as I feel it represents the views of a 
large proportion of our residents. 

Please respond to me as soon as you can. I can be reached at 512-858-4725 or 
~ i c ~ ~ j ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ? ~  )i!igspriiigs. q ~ r i i .  Thank you in advance for your time. 

Mayor, City of Dripping Springs 

CC; Texas Governor Rick Perry; 
CC: Texas Lt. Governor David Dewhurst; 
CC: Texas Atty. General Greg Abbott; 
CC: Texas State Sen. Jeff Wentworth; 
CC: Texas State Rep. Patrick Rose; * _  .. 
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FILEDIACCEPTED 
DEC - 3 2007 Mr. Kcvin Martin 

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
4.45 12'" Street sw 
Room 4 2 0  I 
Washington, DC 20554 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

RE: MIB Docket 07-42: NFE Network and Other Independent Programmers 

Dear Chairman Martin: 

1 a m  1ur;t;ng to f&xw lip am ai1 iw1iP: thnr was hmmrg;ht m my attontion regarding cable systems in 
Texas that arc refusing to carry NFL Netwo&. As the mayor of San Diego, Texas, I feel it is m y  duQ to 
.;13tud,ua,forcoi~uiilers in the W e  of 'TcTxas cable companies' refusal to offer quality independent 
programming. 'I  am asking that the FCC stand on the side of consumers when you coilslber pmgtXm 
oamage issues as they relate to independent and diverse challnels such as the NFL Network. 

1. turn to you since I understand hat the FCC has opened a rulemaking proceeding (MB Docket 
07-42) to cmsider progam carriage issues such as these - particularly as they relate to independent and 
diverse channels, 

X have seen a number of' recent press stories noting that just like NFL Network and other 
independent sports ohannels - mu-sports independent ohannels face discrimination From big cable 
comopnies that own channel of their own, and that some independent channels like the Oxygen Network 
are choosing to sell themselves to 1m-g media holding companies rather than' to'try' to cofiniiue-as-Stddu- 
alone businesses. It is not a good trend since this increasing concentration will reduce media diversity and 
coiisuiner choice. 

I also note that in connectioii with amother high-profile sports channel caniage dispute - the one 
between Canicast and the Mid-Atlantic Spom NeWork(MASN in the Washington, DC area in 2005 - 
~ r ~ ~ ~ ? . s * ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ta !&tlathhec.disqutaaaused the garties to reach a negotiated 
solutian. 'I would urpe the FCC zo consikr dimning its rules to facilitate appointment of an arbhator in 
disoutesf like the one involving the WFL Network, so they caii be resolved more auicklvlRrefemb& 
thraudi-miation between &e o a r t i e d  and with consumers' interest foremost in mind. If such a 
mieckanism were in place, it night help persuade the cable companies to negofiate a carhago Ired1 ~ l t h  
NFL Network bcfore my constituents are deprived of the W L  Network gain0 telccast that begin this 
season on Thanksgiving night. 



RICK Martin (I 
,2193401 

Thank you for reviewing these rnamrs. 

86641 80232) 

Cc: Gowenior Rick Perry 
Lt. Governor David Dewhurst 
Attorney Genera1 Greg Mhtt 
Senator Judith Zaffirini 
Senator Juan Hiiiojosa 
Representative Ryan G d e n  
' ~ ~ p r e s e ~ m t l v r ; ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ 7 ; . . J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

16:40 13.120107GMT-05 Pg 03-03 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

Sincerely, 

Alonzo Lonez Jr. 
Mayor of &I Diego, Texas 
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City of Caddo Mills 
P.O. OQX 490 
23 13 Main SI. 
Coddo Mills, Tuins 75 135 
Phonp tc 903-527-31 16 

" 

FILEDIACCEPTED 

Novembcr 16,2007 
DEC - 3 20071 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

TO: 
FROM: City of Caddo Mills 
DATE: November 16,2007 
RE 

Kevin J. Martin, FCC Chairman 

City of Cnddn Mills City Cnundl Resolution 1 I 1307 Urging T h e  Warner Gabb 
To Nogatkite n Salutlon for the NFL N~;twork 

aye attaohad to this letter Resatutinii 1 I 1307 from th.e City OpCndrtr, Mills that passed 
$~.11347. We fed that dcvotd -foal;bnIl fins id the City ofcaddo Mills deserve aodcss 

ball pragrammirrg. Providws such as BincTV, DISH and AT&T UmVerse 
carry the NFL Nctwark an basic dtr programming, Time Wama Cabla, 
&crcd the same %e structurts aE; the aforementioned carrim, but still 

st cable provider in. the state of Texas, and Its prssellce 
ise, substndtial, We therefore would urge you to cnucully 
~ l s l  we feel it represents the views o f  a largo portion 

. .. 

Sincerely, 

Manuel Leal 
City Manager 
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WHEmAS, the National Football hague i s  tlic most popular sports 
entertaiment programming in thhe nation, with more than 100 milion Americans tii11iag 
into an N F t  g m e  each week; and 

WHEREAS, an estimated 70 percent of team fans nationwide live otttsidc their 
1:cmSs home medin market; with hundreds ofthousands of (Dnllaa Cowboys or E.Towton 
T~xms depending on rna~lcet) fms suppaning heir team throughout Texas and across the 
county; md 

W."PJW:AS, a dispute bcfween cable television providers md the NFL Network 
prevented fins outside; the home t c m  market from vicw.i.ng a key Dallas Cowboys gnme 
last season, and that ongoing disputc cndmgem the Cowboys viewership in OUT 1,ocd 
television mm2-cet for gmag this fall with tbc Green Bay PaiAers and Caroline Panthers, 
as wcll as a Houston Texans game with the Denvrx Broncos; and 

WREmAS, the cost of  carrying the NFL Network is two cents per d,ay per 
subscriber, makiiig i t  a tmmenddus value; and 

WFIEmAS, Time Warner and other cable companies have thus far refused to 
affcr the NPJ" Network a.8 part di t s  basic package, but instead which to charge each 
mbscribers at least five dimes as much, between $5 and $10 per month as part of a sports 
tier package; and 

WHl3RES, the NFL Network not. only offers eight gainas this season, but other 
popdm year-round progamning, plus two college football 40wl games that may feature 
Texas teams from the Rig 12 Conference atid Conferelice USA; now, therefore, be i t  

NOW, THEmFOW, RE X's l3ESOLVED TIXI?, COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OW CAPDO MXLLS, HUNT COUNTY, STATE OF TEXAS, THAT; 

,Section 1. The Mayor and Counoil ofttie City of Caddo Mills hcrcby respecfGJly 
urges Time Wwer Cable to negotiate a solution w.ith the NFL Network in time for tlic 
lnte-seasbn games being carried by the nelwarlc for the benefit of the fans. 

SecCion.2,., If the private corporations m unable to resolve this matter to the 
bcncfit o f  the fms, that the Legidatuse, the Public Utility Commi.ssion. of Taxas mid 
zppropriate federal regulatory authorities htcwexle md remlve this matter for the good of 
interested viewers. 
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P Section % This re;salutian i s  h.ereby deohtvsd to Be an emergency measure 
necessary fot the immediate preservation of the publ3c pence, safety3 welfarc and dignity 
of the residents of the City of  Cadda Mills, 

upon its pasmBe by City Caumcil and approval by thc Mayor. 
WEREPORE, this Resolution shall be in MI fwtce and effect imediatcly 

Adopted by Caddo Mills City Council on tMs day of N l j ,  year 2m 

lsucl Ray Bentley, Mayor ff 

Pam Millet3 City 9ecrctary 

, 
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Tony Goolsby FCC Mail ROO 

House of Representatives District 202 
Committees 

American Legislative Exchange Cozincil 

November 8,2007 

Mr. Kevin Martin 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
FCC Commissioners 
445 12th Street SW: 
Room: 843201 
Washington, DC 20554 

FILEDIACCEPTE~D 
DEC - 3 2007 

Federal Cornnmcatlons 
Office of the Secretary 

1 know YOU have been and will continue to receive many letters Iike this. I have received many inquiries from my constituents and 1 would like o 
request that the FCC assist in resolving this dispute between cable opmfors and the NFL Network. It is my understanding the FCC could rake p this 

While it is not my desire to take sides in thc dispute between the cable companies and the NFL Network, it is my desire to side with the football ns 

Nothing ratcs as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is concerned. Unfortunately, inillions of football fans cross 
Texas are about to be deeply disappointed when they are forced to mise eight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the NFL Network.. Col ege 

For true competition to exist in cable programming, consumer demand must take priority over corporate profits. I just ask that you side with the ns 

While 1 understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal Government, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to ou  OW^ 
Public Ut'ility Commission to make every effort to protect the consumer as it transifions from local cable franchises to our recently enacted state-w de 
franchisesystem. Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of this importf~nt consumer choice issue. Again, 1 know that you'll beg tting 
a lot of l&t!tters on this but this is from the heart. If we can discuss this any further, please do not hesitate to contact my Capitol otlice. Your quati ' s 

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners: 

issue in the coming weeks. It appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved for consumers and football fans is if an independent neutral 
arbitrator is appointed to bring the stakeholders together. 

and consumers of Texas who have demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professional football, but also college football. 

fans will miss untold number of games that are important to them. You prabably have a certain team in mind that is special to you. 

and consumers on this issue and assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible, 

and comments ore always welcome, s -  
I Sincerely, 

. I  

Tony Goolsby 

District 162 , 
State Representative . . . . .  ' .  

_ .  ... 
$h:TubliC'otility Commissioners 

Cupitol Office: P.O. Box 2910*Austin, Texas 78768-29 
District Ojice:  6212 W. Norfhwest H.ruy., Suite G-104' , . ih: , 

'f: : y  http:IIwww. house. s tate. tx.usl mem be 
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(512) 858-4725 

November 15,2007 

TO: 
FROM: Mayor Todd Purcell 

Kevin J. Martin, FCC Chairman 

RE: The Mayor of the City of Dripping ,+?rings urging Time Warner Cable to 
negotiate a solution for the NFL Network 

Dear Chairman Martin, 

I feel that devoted football fans in the City of Dripping Springs deserve access to year- 
round football programming. Providers such as DirwTV, DISH, and AT&T U-Verse 
have all agreed to carry the NFL Network on basic tier programming; Time Warner 
Cable, however, has been offered the same fze structure as the aforementioned carriers, 
but still refixes to carry the NFL Network. 

Time Warner Cable is the single largest cable provider in the state of Texas, and its 
presence in the City of Dripping Springs is, likewise, substantial. I therefore would urge 
you to carefilly review and consider this request, as I feel it represents the views of a 
large proportion of our residents. 

Please respond to me as soon as you can, I can be reached at 512-858-4725 or 
a c r a i ~ ' d c i t g c i l ~ ~ r i I ! l , i ! i ~ s ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ s . ~ ~ ~ I i ~ .  -~ .  . -- -- _. -- Thank you in advance for your time. &W Sinter y, 

Mayor, City of Dripping Springs 

CC: Texas Governor Rick Perry; 
CC: Texas Lt. Governor David Dewhurst; 
CC: Texas Atty. General Greg Abbott; 
CC: Texas State Sen. Jeff Wentworth; 
CC: Texas State Rep. Patrick Rose; 

1 .  



Colorado Cily, Tl'aas 79512 

DEC - 3 2007 
Federal Communications Commission , 

TO: Kevin J'. Martin, FCC Chnimnan Office of the Secretary 
FROM : Mayor, Jim Barn 
DATE: November 7,2007 
RE: The City of Colordo City Council Rssolution urging Time Warner Cable 

to negoiiate a solution for the NFL Network 

Dear Chairman Matin: 

1 have attached to this letter a City ofColorado City Council a Resolution that passed 011 
Nuvmber 13, 2007. Wa feol that devoted football fans in the City of Colorado Gity 
deserve access to year-round football p r o g m ~ i g .  Providers such as Direct TV, DISH, 
and AT&T U-Verse hav4 all agreed to cany the N.% Network on basic tier 
progainling; Time Wmer Cable, however, has been offered the same fee stmotme as 
h e  aformnentinned carriers, but still refuses to ~ a r r y  the NFL Network. 

Time W m m  Cable is the single largest cable provider in the state of Texas, and its 
pr~smcc in the Cily of Colorado City is, likewise, mb,c&mtigl, We therefore would urge 
you io carefully review mid consider th is  resolution, as we feel it represents the views of 
a large proportion of our residents. 

Please respoiid to me as soon as yoci can. 1 o m  be reached at 325~7284464. Thank you 
in advwice for your time. 

Sincemly, 

( -$Ep 

City of Colorado City of Colorado City 

00: Texas Gmxnor Rick Pewy;. 
Texas Lt, Governor David Dewhurst; 
Taxas A@, General Gteg Abbott: 
Texas State Sen, Robe0 Dmcw; 
Texas State Repv Drew Dwby; 

113 OUWOlO3 110 A 1 1 3  



IXESOLUTION 2007 - 12 

WHEREAS, ~ l t l  estimated 70 percent of tern fms nationwide live outside their 
tern's home media market; with hundreds of thousmds o f  @allas Cowboys or Houston 
Texans depending an m e e t )  fan.$ supporting their tern kou&out Texas and across the 
county; mil 

WEWIXGAS, the cost of oarrsring the NFL, Nawork i s  two cents per day per 
subscriber, making it a trJemendous value; md 

W'HFJUAS, Time Wmer md other cable companies have thus far rehsed to 
offer the NFL Network as part of its basic package, but instead wish to charge each 
subsoribm at least five times as much, between $5 and $1 0 pm month as part of a spa* 
tier package, and 

Secti.on I. The Mayor and Comd of the City of Culorda City hreby 
respectfilly u~ge Tima Warner Cable to negotiate a solution with the NFL Netwok in 
time for the late-seasoa games being carried by thhe network for the bendit of the fans. 

113 O U V ~ O l O 3  do A 1 1 3  



of interested viewars. 

~ 

Section 3: We feel tbat devoted fcmtbdl fnns in the City of Colorado City 
~ ~ S G F V ~  access to year-round fibatball p r o g r e u g .  Providers such as Direct TV, DISH, 
md AT&T U-Verse have all agreed to 0a11-y the NFL Network on basic tier 
programming; Tie Warner Cable, hbweve, bas been ofbred thb sme: fbs &mture % 
the aforementioned c d o r s ,  but still refisas to carry the NFL Network. Time Warner 
Cable i s  the single largest cable provider in the state of Texas, md its presence irn fhe City 
of Colorado City is, likewise, substantial. 

I 

I 

Section 4. This resolution and the actions encowaged in it are important to the 
quality of life offhe citizens of the City of Colorado City. 

WHEREFORE, this Resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately 
upon its passage by Cornoil and approval by the lklayor. 

PASSED AND APPROVED at ZI meeting of the City Cospd ofthe City of Colorado 
City, Texas, on the day of -, 2007. 

ATTEST: I 

.-. 



j& 83-qL  
CITY O F  PINEHURST 

3640 M O C ~ G B T R D  
ORANGE, IXXAS 

77630 
Phone: 

(409) 886-3873 
Fax Phone: 
(409) 886-7660 

RE: Pinehurst City Council Resolution urging Time Warner to negotiate a solution for the NFL 
Network 

Dear Chairman Martin, 

I have attached to this letter a Pinehurst City Council Resolution that passed on November 13, 
2007. We feel that devoted football fans in Pinehurst deserve access to year-round football 
programming. Providers such as DirecTV, DISH, and AT&T U-Verse have all agreed to carry 
the NFL Network on basic tier programming; Time Warner Cable, however, has been offered the 
same fee structure as the aforementioned carriers, but still refuses to carry the NFL Network. 

Time Warner Cable is the single largest cable provider in the state of Texas, and its presence in 
Pinehurst is, Iikewise, substantial. We therefore would urge you to carefilly review and consider 
this resolution, as we feel it represents the views of a large proportion of our residents. 

Please respond to me as soon as you can. I can be reached at (409) 886-3873 or 
Billy.C.Permenter(Sdo-i .gov. Thank you in advance for your time. 

Billy< Permenter 
Mayor, City of Pineliurst 

CC: Texas Governor Rick Perry; 
CC: Texas LT. Governor David Dewhurst; 
CC: Texas Atty. General Greg Abbott; 
CC: Texas State Sen. Tommy Williams 
CC: Tcxas Statc Rep. Mike Hamilton 
CC: Texas State Rep. Joe Deshotel 



(r. , .( ! 
City O f  Pinehurst 4098867660 

4 -  

CITY OF P m E H m T  RESOLUTION URGING TLME WARNER CABLE 
COMPANY TO NEGOTLkTE A SOLUTION FORTHE RWL X.ETWONC 

WHEREAS, llie National Football League is tlic most popnlnr sports eiitertniiimenl 
programming in the nution, with more than 100 inillion Auicricms t~uiing h t o  an NTL game encli 
week; and 

bVHDKEAS, au estimated 70 perccut of tcam fans natioiiwidc livc outside their team's 
home media market; wilb liuiidreds of thousands of (Dallas Cowboys or Houston Texans 
depending on market) fans supporting tlicir tcam tlronghont Texns and across the county; aud 

WEERliAS, a dispute between cable television providers and the m L  Network 
prcvcnted fans outside the boome team market frolu viewing a kcy Dallas Cowboys gnme last 
season, and that ongoing dispute endangers the Cowboys viewership in our local television 
market for games this fall with the Green Bay Paclcers and Carolina Panthers, as well as a 
Houston Texans gaiiie with the Deuver Broncos; and 

WIElEAS, the cost of carrying the NFL Network is two cents pcr day per subscriber, 
niakiiig it a tremendous value; and 

WHEXEAS, Time Warner and other cable companies have thus far refimd to offer the 
W L  Network as part o f  its basic package, but instead wish to charge cach subscriber at least five 
thies as much, between $5 and $10 per month as part of a sports tier package; aud 

W E W ,  the W L  Network not only offers eight games chis season but other popular 
year-rouud progmmming, plus two college football bowl gaines that may feature Texas teams 
from the Big 12 Conference aud Conference USA, now, thorcfore, be it 

NOW, THEIXEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY "E COLWCXX, OF THX CITY OF 
PINEI*IJRST, ORANGE COUNTY, STATE OF TEXAS, THAT: 

Section 1 .  The Mayar and Council of the City of Pinehurst hereby respecliuly 
urges Time Warner Cable to negotiate a solution with the NFL Nehvork iu t ime for the late- 
seasoil gaines being carried by tlie network for the benefit of h e  fans. 

Section 2. Ifflie private corporations are unable to resolve this matter to the benefit 
of thc fans, that tlie Legislature, the Public Utility Commission of Texas aud appropiiate federal 
regulatory authorities htervene and resolve this matter for the good of interested viewers. 

Sectiou 3. This resolutiou is hcreby declared to be an emergency iiieasure necessary 
for the immediate presematioii of the public peace, safety, welfare and dignity of the residents of 
the City of Pinehurst. 

WHEREFORE, this Resolution shall be iu full force and effcct iwiediately upon its 
passage by the City Council of the City of Pineliurst. 

ADOPTED by Council: November 13,2007. 

1 

I 
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ALBANY 

November 8,2007 
FILEDIACCEPTED 

Mr. Kevin Martin 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12'" Street sw DEC - 3 2007 
Room: 8-B201 Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 Office of the Secretary 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

I am writing to follow up on a number of constituent letters and emails I have received 
complaining that the cable systems to which they subscribe in New York are refusing to cany 
NFL Network. Many of those letters also note that those cable systems require them to purchase 
other sports networks-such as MSG Network and S N Y - ,  which those constituents never watch 
and that my constituents are troubled by cable companies' discrimination against NFL Network 
and against high-quality, non-sports independent chqnnels i.n favor of less popular channels that 
the cable companies own. 

I turn to you, since I understand that the FCC has opened a rulemaking proceeding (MB Docket 
07-42) to consider program carriage issues such as these - particularly as they relate to 
independent and diverse channels. 

I have seen a number of recent press stories noting that -just like NFL Network and other 
independent sports channels - non-sports independent channels face discrimination f?om big 
cable companies that bwn channels df their own, and that some independent channels like the 
Oxygen Network are chooshg to sell themselves to large media holding companies rath? than to 
try to continue as shid-alone businesses. It is not a good trend, since this increasing 
concentration will reduce media diversity and consumer choice 

I also note that in connection with another high-profile sports channel carriage dispute - the one 
*between Comcast and the Mid-Atlantic Sports Network (MASN) in the Washington, DC area in 
2005 - the FCC's decision to appoint an arbitrator to settle the dispute caused the parties to reach 
a'negotiated solution. I wduld urge the FCC to consider changing its rules to facilitate 
appointment of an arbitrator in disputes like the one involving the NFL Network, so they can be 
resolved more quickly (preferably through negotiation between the parties) and with consumers' 
interest foremose in mine, If sukh'a mechanism were in place, it might help persuade the cable 
companies to negotiate a carriage deal with NFL Network before my constituents *e deprived of 
the NFL Network game telecast that begin this season on Thanksgiving night. 

Thank you for reviewing these matters. . I  a 1  
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0 .  

. 5  

., 1 1  . . ... . . ,  
I .  

. .  
I , 'I: 

* I .  Member of Assembly, 94* District 
. .. 

0 8 . :  ..: !. 
. .  . . . a  

. t I . 

. .  -. sembly, 94* District 

I ,. ' 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 631, Leeislalive Office Buildlnp, Albany, 6ewYork 12248'* 51@455:5735, FAX 518-455-5561 
DlSTRlCT OFFICE: 67 North Main Street, PndFloor, New Cily,'NQwYork 16956 845-634-9761 :FAX 845634-1091 

~ I* 
3 I zebrowsklk~assem~~,sta~e.ny.us . I .  

S 

Brvation 
3yees 



. .  
THE ASSEMBLY 

S T A T E  OF NEW YORK 
ALBANY 

KENNEM P. ZEBROWSKI 
Member of Assembly 

Assemblyman 94”’ District 

67 North Main Street, Zd Floor 
New Ciiy. New York 10956 

Mr Kevin Martin,Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 .i2* Street SW 
Room: 8-B201 
Washington, DC 20554 
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